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Thecommander ofte Curſe, The Angel of the Lord, to wit, Chrife ©: 
Ez who i$the Angell ofthe Covenant, and Captaine of the 


. enemies. 
» TI haye hojper this Text in another Con tion, Lwitldhercfore 
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Thatto helpe Gods people, is tohelpetheLort” = he 

Thirdly, from the conſideration of this neerenefle to the people of 
God, in regard of habiration I obſerved : 

That the neerer a people are to Gods people in diftreſſe, the more is 
their helpe required, and the greater 15 their ſfnne» 'if they doe not helpe 
them : this I applyed to our ſelves, in regard of that caſe of lreland, +, . 

- Fourthly, from the Conſideration that the curſe extends to all the in- 
habitants ofthe city, I obſerved : | 

That there is neicher man nor woman, but they may afford ſome: 
help to Gods people in diſtreſle, if they have grace in theix, hearrs ; Thug 
farre have I gonealready and now the maine p6inethat;Fintepnd tat 
fi} upon at this time; is this. 11.) 4A WE 
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That they are all curſed chat helpe not the-Lord,; that ;9, that helpe not 
Eh; 


» the Lords people in the time of their diftrefle ; for rhgproofe of this 
es 


int, obſerve but that reprehenſton of Moſes, / (wob. 2 «6 t6.the chil- 
teen of Gad and rhe children of Ruben, $ bale xd mor he, goe to 
Warre, and yee tarry here ? no by no memes. And forour Saviour, in Mat.25, 
41. will ſay, Goe yee curſed mt everlaſting fire, prepared for the Divell and bis 
angels; for I was hungry, and yee gave me no meat; | was thirſty, and yee gave 
me no drinke. But I will tand no longer on the proofeof the point; bur 
come unto the ule of it, which I doe principally intend toftand upon. 

And firſt of all, is it fo, that they are all curſed that help notthe Lord: 
againſt the mighty 2? then ſurely they-are curſed witta-heavie curſechat 
help the mighty againſt the Lord : but I hopethere be few or none fach 
in this Congregation, and I defire not to ſpeake much to them that be 
abſent ; yet if any of you that heare me, have any friends that are guilry 
of it» I pray you tell them what a fearefull condition they are in, that ſet 
themſelves againft the Lord. 

But there are others, who are not ſo bad asto helpthe mighty againſt 
the Lord and yet not ſo good as to help the Lord ag inſt the mighty, bur 
and as neuters at fuch times when it is hard to ſay, whether the Lord 
or the mighty will prevaile ; and of theſe there are two forts. 

The firſt fort doe it out of policy, as now at this time, the Church of 
God in England, by reaſon of the mighty, hath beene long, under tyran- 
nicall government,and the Lord, we hope.is now at warres with them, 
why thereare fome politicians. that Rand looking on to ſee which fide 
will prevail. And if ' Lord ſhould now reforme this government,and 
ſo.preyaile, why then they would be on the Lords (ide, bur if the migh- 
ty ſhould preyaile, which the Lord forbid, then they would be-on the 
mighties fide, But as Gideon faid to the men of Succot, when they refuſed 
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now afford ———— them.c1/c} ir 1 094! | $4 

The fecond fortare ſuctrasrefuſe ro elpthe Locd,iot ſormuch our of - _ + 
policie aour of ſloth and negligence; hke: ung © of Labiſh\Gilead,” 
tharwentnet towarte with their br init [the Benjamiites zur | 
lerf1ch! confider;whar the [/nertites d id, ned them) may gt wen 


+ 
flath and neghgence, asy0u may feades: ludg 21:82 &e, cowit, how: 
they fell upon them and deſtroyed them, becauſe they came not up'to' 
Miz t5 roche. Lord; bs Fo 1.4 q 


The next uſe ſhall be for exhortation wyou all, is it fo, tharthey are Iſe. F; 21 
' "x 1528 


aurſed thatheljraor che Lord agaidſt the mighty ? why then brethren, 
25 you deſire to be Freed from this curſe, and to obtaine a blefling at the 
Lords bands, be exhorted to put forth your hands now tothe help of the 
Lord,I pray you looke on me.as on one that commeth amongſt youthis 
day to beat a drurwin your:earestodee who wall: come out to follow the 
Lambe. Now thewbelbved; fo many:of you as are willing, come, and: 
Liwillgrveyou dire&tion what to doe; that you 'may all of you afford 
ſome helpto the Lord arthis time. P of 

And firſt let me tell you, that the Lord doth not require your help (6 
much for any need he hath of it, as for to honour you thereby ; for 4, 
loved, you areta;:know, that it is an honourto help the Lord, the Lord, 
a I'may. fay, ſcornes ts have help from every one, no, you muſt be fitly 
quali before you be meet to helpe the Lord, and that with theſe 

ree things. 

Firſt you muſt be godly,or elſe you are unfit to be helpers of the Lord; 
the Lamybes followers muſt be ſuch as are choſen and called, and faith. 
tylldhey, :wafk be holy men, and holy women ; therefore, you that are 
ungodlyperipns, believe it, you are not called tothis help of the Lord. 

-$K&ongly,you mult be ſfelte-denying perſons, you muſt deny your 
ownt profit. yaur owne eaſe your owne friends, yea. and all that you 
call your owne ; the Apoſtle Paul writing to the Philippians, aith, hee 
bath no man like minded to Timot bens, and in the next verie hee gives the 


eb. laying, for all ſeeke their owne, and not the things of Teſus Chriſt» Phila. 20, 


MI fay; you can never befitto helpe the Lord, untill you pur offi2*- 


all-Yhat''s your oywne, and fay ro Chriſt, as R«th- fajd unto Naomi ;;Auth te 16 


Whither thou goeſt I will goe, and where thou dwelleſt I'will dwell, thy people 
ſhall be my pet, A thy God my God, 4 6 wy 
\ Thirdly, you muſt be fuch perſons as haye a love to the Church ;; for: 
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mine hand, 7 24 thereyour. float abyrads of whe Wilder aefſe;\ and withis 


beloved,you ſhall meer with fo many rub#s1n the way, fo many-diſcou< I : 
-Fagements to | and blood, that if you have not a ereat loyerothe: ---- 
*aite of Chriſt, you will be gue vo turne backe from the Lords ': 
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” xt *canfe when: there is moſt need of. your! helpe, tltcrefore;; alluding 
Fe, thas of the Apotile, x Cor; 1 Lay unw you, the: moſt cxceUlem wayin: | 
© love, it isthat which conſtitites aman tobead ment followeral Qhrity 
ouknow u is faid-of Lacob; Gen- 29: 20, that the ſeven yeeteshe ered 
or Rackel, ſeemed unto him but a few dayes, becauſe hee loved her; 
even fo brethren, if you get albyeto Chriſt and hisChutch, you will 
willingly hclpthe Lord, though you-meet with lomedifficultics, there 
fore never reſt, untill thouhatt,.o much love; avto ſay,av I remembers} . 
godly Miniſter faid, I praife God, Lanunoctr at any crofle, hui * 
atthe att{i&tions of Gods Church; nor I care for no-welfate fo much,af 
for the welfare of Chriſt Church. we 
Bur it may be ſome will fay, O Sir, but how ſhould I doeto ger fuck 
11love rothe Church of Chriſt? | 197 


confider how dearely Chriſt hath lovedic, that he hath given 


ily, confder that he hath left his Church here amongſt us, and 
ſuffers -times to be in diſtreſſe, totry our loveto it. 
11der, thar. if thou be a member of it, then all the reft 
arc vc! ito thoe, even thy brethren. and fifters. 

Bur {1 [ be willing to helpe the Church to my power, what di. 
retion will you give me,that I may put forth that power wich I have? 

Firſt, doc 25 godly Nehemiah, Daniel, and old Eh: did, that is, enquite 
diligently what the Rate of the Church is; and let me tell you,brethren, 
I am per{waded that it is a great fault of many of.us. here in Englandthar 
wee doe not pertorme this dutie as we ought, wherefore be exhortedis 
labour at this tire to find out the ſtate of Gods Church, both in Bugs 
{md andinkldmd, 

Secondly, when thou haſt found out rhe ſtate of the Church» atd 
conſequently what it wanteth, the.: in the next place, conſider what 
thou haft in thine hands to ſupply the want thereof : thou mult obſerve' 
this rule, that whatſoever good God hath put intothine hands;:thownt 
but 2 Steward of it, and thou art to-1mploy it for the good! of Gets 
Church ; all Gods people have an intereſt in that talent tae God tat 
committed to thy imployment. Y 

Now, there is one talent which I am ſure every childe of Cod thats 
efteCtually called hath, though they be neyer ſo poore, arid that is 
talent of prayer 3 for indeed, it is the ſureft evidence to witneſiwit , 
them, hetche ſpirit of Chriſt is in them, when they can cry AE 

: according to the-lawes of our Kingdome, a child cannef 
proved to be borne alive, except there be witnefle that it was hea 
- . cry; even ſowe lay in Divinity;thar one that hath the neW 
can cry to God his Father in/prayer; ſo thatT fay, every child: 


of prayer. 
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Foo0d ofhis Chuteh edyenrt eaccording to that Stripeaire;/ Ph "FE ; 
jeate of femſefem, and thatin I/sy 62. Tee that are the Lords renawubiannders, - % 
give him ns reſt, till be ſetup leruſalem, the praiſe of the world ;/ and - 
let me tell you, the exerciſe of this talent of prayer, is charged \upoty h 
ranks _ nt meh; 4 nc deans a [HIEY talentean < 
doe any. without this, nemher the governing Magi{trate,nor :--* 4489 
teaching of the Miniſter, nor fighting of the fouldier, nor the contri- FA 
_— the rich man, will dot any good without prayer, it is prayer 
that brings a bleſſing down upon all ; yea, the exerciſe of this talent of 
ef thany tires doth tnore good than all the reſt. A praying Chri. 
(le me (peake it with holy revetence) can doe all rhat-God can 
doe.and theretore,in 1 /(tng.8. Salomon reckoneth up all the hard condi. 
tibas that the Church of 30d can fall into, and alwayes concludes,then 
heare thou in heayen,&c. and then Cod anſwers, { have heard thy prayers 
_— I that thou haſt made before wie 3 with this talent of prayer 
the ſervants of God have overcome God,and held his hands,in ſo much 
that the Lord, if I may fo ipeake, hath been glad to intreatthem and 
command thetn to hold theit tongues, and lethim alone. Beloved, as 
God onely can remove the Churches troubles, fo prayer onely can pre- 
yaile with God to doe it ; it is ptayer that bringeth all (5ods promiſes 
into petformatices ; there is not afiy part ofthe World, but a Chriſtian 
cad teach it by prayer ; there is not 4 bleſſing in heayen, bur prayer can 
fach it downe ; ptayer can knocke downe enemits ; when Moſes held ,,_ , 
up his hands,[rael preyailed ; DaV1d by prayer choked Athrophel; Heſter on 9nn 5 
and her people by prayer hanged Haman, So thac ] may ſay of ptayer, as Ji 
the Auchor to the Hebrewes (aith of the faith os doſe worthyes there "oo 
mehtioned, the time would be too ſhort, wt reekon up all that x Chri- "at 
ſtian cat doe by prayer. bh 
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df And yet alas, I feare me, there are fone Chriftiafis who have grace 
that in their hearts, that haye not imployed this their talent fof the good of 
we | Gods Church, whoſe conſcience will wittelſt unto thertt that 


they 
haye tior ſpent an houre in their Cloſets; iff __ this talefit for the 
good of Gods Chureh : O,be humbled this day;fot this yout ſelfe-loyt, 
and want of love to Gods Church. And I am perſwaded,that the want 
| ofthis hath beene the cauſe that the enemies preyaile ſo in [reland at this 
time, and that things goe on ſo heavily at Parliament here at home. 
Wherefore you that feare God, I beſcech you be humbled for your 
omiſſion of this duty + and be txHorted to ſer upon the praRtice of it, © 
pray, pray for the Parliament, O pray, pray for Irdand, and call upon 
others to pray ; there is no man {0 meane in his eſtate, cr weake in his 
\+dody, bur tbe be Conn, he aw yrs eng to tr 
Fgreat worke, though not ableto lend a peny, yet he may give 
U vf prayers. Beloved, * al iſtiar * QerGRIEG 
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